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Background 

In any election the last step is to canvass the votes and declare the result.  Since this is the 

first election since some of you came onto the City Council, here is an explanation of it. 

Analysis 

In practice, the actual work of canvassing the votes will be done by Davis County election 

officials.  You will recall that the City contracted with the County to conduct the election for 

us.  The City Council meeting will consist of simply receiving the official voting numbers 

prepared by the Davis County election officials and making a motion to accept them.  It will 

be a very short meeting.   

So that you understand the legal basis of this exercise, I will quote a couple of Utah Code 

provisions.  “The mayor and municipal legislative body are the board of municipal 

canvassers for the municipality.  The board…shall meet to canvass the returns…no sooner 

than seven days after the election and no later than 14 days…”  (20A-4-301(2))      

 “The board of canvassers shall canvass the election by publicly opening the returns and 

determining from these the votes…for and against each ballot proposition….”  (20A-4-

303(1))  The specific work of doing this is done by Davis County election officials.  When 

we did it ourselves, this was done by the City Recorder and two helpers.  They simply 

opened the ballots and re-counted the election judge tally sheets to make sure they were 

right.  The tally sheets had markings like this:  .   These tick marks are recounted to 

make sure they add up to the number stated.  In other words, they recount the count, not 

the original ballots.   Mistakes were usually in multiples of five.  (As a matter of interest: In 

1995 a one hundred vote miscount was found in the canvass and reversed a City Council 

election winner and loser.  A full recount of the ballots was then done.  The reversal was 

upheld by the recount.)   

“After the canvass of election returns, the governing body shall record in its minutes: (i) an 

official finding as to the total number of votes cast, the number of affirmative votes, the 

number of negative votes, the number of challenged voters, the number of challenged 
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voters that were issued a provisional ballot, and the number of provisional ballots that 

were counted; (ii) an official finding that the…proposition was approved or rejected.” 

 

Department ReviewThis staff report was prepared by the City Attorney and reviewed by 

the City Manager. 

 

Significant Impacts 

None. 

 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the voting numbers from the County. 
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